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Scopelarchoides kreffti (Actinopterygii: Aulopiformes:
Scopelarchidae) from off Tasmania, Australia:
First Records from Outside the South Atlantic Ocean
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Three specimens (146.9–190.2 mm standard length) of the scopelarchid
Scopelarchoides kreffti Johnson, 1972, previously known only from the type
series from the South Atlantic, are documented from off Tasmania, Australia (600–820 m depth). The smallest specimen represents the southernmost
record (44°16S) of the species. This range extension of approximately
10,000 km indicates that S. kreffti is widely distributed along the Subtropical
Convergence. A photograph and the first description of the coloration of S.
kreffti are presented.
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Introduction
The scopelarchid fish Scopelarchoides kreffti Johnson, 1972 was originally described from 10 specimens (holotype, 159.0 mm standard length; nine paratypes,
52.6–187.5 mm) taken at five localities in the South Atlantic Ocean bounded by 34°
and 41°S, and 48° and 07°W (Johnson 1972). Subsequently, Johnson (1974b) revised
the Scopelarchidae, recognizing four genera and 17 species. Scopelarchoides kreffti
is distinguished from all other species of the family in having the pectoral fin distinctly shorter than the pelvic fin, the pelvic-fin origin anterior to a vertical
through the first dorsal-fin origin, lingual teeth occurring over the basihyal and
the first basibranchial, 58 or 59 lateral-line scales, and pigment stripes along the
lateral line (Johnson 1974b).
Since Johnson’s (1972) original description, neither additional specimens nor
new records of S. kreffti have been reported in literature. During an ichthyological
survey off northeastern Tasmania, Australia, one specimen (176.2 mm) of S. kreffti
was collected by midwater trawl from off Cape Barren Island at a depth of 600 m.
Later, two additional specimens (146.9 and 190.2 mm) were collected in the vicinity
of Pedra Branca Seamount, off southern Tasmania, at depths of 773–820 m by midwater and demersal trawls. These specimens represent the first records outside the
South Atlantic Ocean and the southernmost record (44°16S) of the species. Johnson (1972) examined preserved specimens only, and the fresh coloration of the

