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Two new species of livebearing brotula of the genus Microbrotula Gosline
are described from the tropical southwestern Pacific. Microbrotula greenfieldi sp. nov., from Fiji, is distinguished from its congeners by lacking head
pores, its retrograde pelvic fins, relatively high pectoral fin ray count, low
vertebral count, short pectoral fin, and dorsal fin origin above the eighth
vertebra. Microbrotula punicea sp. nov., from the Kermadec Islands, is distinguished from its congeners by the presence of four preoperculomandibular pores, its high vertebral and pectoral fin ray counts, advanced pelvic fins,
long pectoral fin, and dorsal fin origin above the ninth vertebra.
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Introduction
The livebearing brotula genus Microbrotula Gosline, 1953 was known in the literature from 11 specimens of two species collected in the tropical Pacific until Anderson (2005) reviewed the genus and described three new species. Two of these, M.
polyactis Anderson, 2005 and M. queenslandica Anderson, 2005, are also tropical Pacific forms whereas the other, M. bentleyi Anderson, 2005, occurs in the western Indian Ocean. During that study other specimens of Microbrotula were made known
to me but were unavailable for logistical reasons. Recently, however, these specimens were located and discovered to represent two more undescribed species,
named herein. Both fit the re-diagnosis of Microbrotula given by Anderson (2005)
and differ from their congeners in a few species-specific characters. Here I also
provide a revised key to all the species of Microbrotula.

Materials and Methods
In 2002 David W. Greenfield, then of the University of Hawaii, conducted a twoyear survey of the marine fishes of Fiji. Collections at a total of 325 scuba poison
stations were made by his team. West of the island of Vanua Levu at Pascoe Reefs

